
Emergency Specialty Care –
The Paradigm Shift
O ver 70% of em erg ency d e p art m ents re p ort 
ina d e qua te on-ca l l covera g e w it h tra uma 
surg eons, ort ho p e d ic surg eons a n d neu-
rosurg eons a mong t he most d iff icu lt to 
secure.  Tra d it iona l ly, p hysicia ns & surg eons 
have v ie we d on-ca l l resp onsib i l it ies as a 
p art of t he ir o b l iga t ion to t he hosp it a l a n d 
commun ity.  Th is is no long er t he case.   Wit h  
Em erg ency D e p art m ent ut i l iza t ion on t he 
rise,   a n increase in t he un insure d p a t ient 
p o p u la t ion a n d t he p erce ive d increase d 
l ia b i l ity risk surg eons are turn ing aw ay from 
Em erg ency Ca l l Resp onsib i l it ies, b ut  hosp i-
t a ls st i l l nee d t he covera g e.  Soun d fa m i l iar? 

Ca l l us, we ca n he lp!  We ca n prov id e you 
access to we l l-qua l if ie d surg eons w ho are w i l l ing to t a k e care of t hese p a t ients 
on a contracte d locum tenens b asis.

AN INFORMATIVE BULLETIN FROM 
MED-LINK & THE SURGEONS-LINK

PERCENT OF HOSPITALS REPORTING INCREASED 
DIFFICULTY IN MAINTAINING ED CALL COVERAGE:

General Surgery         Orthopaedics            Neurosurgery

34% 44% 43%
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